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The PhD in Finance at Smith aims to attract individuals who are poised to become 
excellent academic researchers. Our PhD Program offers rigorous coursework 
combined with a collaborative research environment designed to allow students to 
produce world-class research. Students receive training from renowned Smith School 
Finance faculty as well as from Queen’s Economics Department. The first two years 
of the program are devoted to demanding coursework that will prepare students for 
empirical and theoretical research in finance. Faculty engagement with student’s right 
from the start of the program allows students to develop their research ideas and 
skills. 

Smith Finance faculty publish in the top finance journals (Journal of Finance, Journal 
of Financial Economics, the Review of Financial Studies, and the Journal of 
Quantitative and Financial Analysis), as well as other high quality journals in the field 
and they present their work  regularly in high-profile conferences in the profession 
(AFA, WFA, EFA, NBER). Our recent graduates were all placed at research 
universities. 

Our faculty have experience and interest in traditional branches of finance such as 
asset pricing, corporate finance, corporate governance and market microstructure, as 
well as in niche and emerging topics such as financial technologies and innovation and 
sustainable finance. Smith School researchers have access to excellent data resources 
to support our students’ needs. 

Financial support offered to Smith School of Business PhD students is highly 
competitive. Our doctoral students receive generous annual funding of $34,000 for 
four years and partial funding in year five, conditional on satisfactory performance in 
the program. Additional funding opportunities (fellowships, awards, bursaries, and 
research assistantships) are also available to upper year students, on a competitive 
basis. Students also receive $6,500 during their time in the PhD program to 
assist with research expenses and support conference travel. Students in the third 
and fourth year of the PhD program may have the opportunity to teach an 
undergraduate course, to complete their training as academics. Topic-specific 
funding opportunities are available within the Smith School and its research centres. 
Our graduate students have also been successful in obtain funding for research from 
external granting agencies. 

Smith School of Business is located on the Queen's University campus in Kingston, 
Ontario, Canada. Nestled on the northeast shore of Lake Ontario, at the mouth of the 
St. Lawrence River, historic Kingston is a thriving community of 124,000 residents, 
boasting a superb quality of life due to its big-city amenities, waterfront location and 
rich natural landscape. BBC Travel has named Kingston, Ontario one of five “great 



university towns” around the world. The online magazine characterizes these cities 
as: 

“close to major metropolitan centres but inclusive enough to exert their own sphere 
of influence” 

“liberal and forward thinking” 

“have culturally vibrant, well-educated populations" 

“often ranked as some of the most sought after places to live” 

Kingston is also lauded for its various cultural institutions and festivals, “excellent job 
base, varied private and public sector employment opportunities, and plenty of 
recreational activities.” The other places listed as “great university towns” are 
Cambridge, England; Valparaiso, Chile; Madison, Wisconsin; and Uppsala, Sweden. 


